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Advent: The King is Coming 
Part 3 – Prisoners of Hope 
December 12 & 13, 2015 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Zechariah 9:1-13 
The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach and Damascus is its 
resting place. For the Lord has an eye on mankind and on all the tribes of Israel, and 
on Hamath also, which borders on it, Tyre and Sidon, though they are very wise. Tyre 
has built herself a rampart and heaped up silver like dust, and fine gold like the mud 
of the streets. But behold, the Lord will strip her of her possessions and strike down her 
power on the sea, and she shall be devoured by fire. Ashkelon shall see it, and be 
afraid; Gaza too, and shall writhe in anguish; Ekron also, because its hopes are 
confounded. The king shall perish from Gaza; Ashkelon shall be uninhabited; a mixed 
people shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of Philistia. I will take away its 
blood from its mouth, and its abominations from between its teeth; it too shall be a 
remnant for our God; it shall be like a clan in Judah, and Ekron shall be like the 
Jebusites. Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, so that none shall march to 
and fro; no oppressor shall again march over them, for now I see with my own eyes. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 
your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and 
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. I will cut off the chariot from 
Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and 
he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the 
River to the ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant 
with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, 
O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double. For I have bent 
Judah as my bow; I have made Ephraim its arrow. I will stir up your sons, O Zion, 
against your sons, O Greece, and wield you like a warrior's sword. 

I. THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS HERE 

1. Jesus announced it. 

Mark 1:15  
And saying, “the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe the gospel [good news].” 

2. The Kingdom doesn’t look like the way of the world   

3. We are called to SEEK FIRST the Kingdom 

Matthew 6:32-33  
For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all. But SEEK first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. 
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II. WATERLESS PITS 

1. Something that used to meet your needs but has dried up 

2. Something that has become a danger to you 

III. PRISONERS OF HOPE 

1. Worldly HOPE =  wishful thinking.  

2. KINGDOM HOPE is joyful expectation . 

a.  Built Upon The blood of the covenant with Christ  

Ephesians 1:7-8 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace which he 
lavished upon us.” 

3. Kingdom Response: FAITH + HOPE + LOVE 

4. Worldly Response: FEAR + ANXIETY + DESPAIR    

5. Incarcerated by His Faithfulness  

6. Constrained by His Promises  

7. Sentenced to BLESSING AND FAVOR 
  

Hebrews 6:18-19 
We who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to 
hold fast to the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and 
steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner 
place behind the curtain. 

   
8. GOD doesn’t keep us Prisoners by FORCE UNDER THREAT  but by we 
willfully remain in the stronghold of faith because of the FAVOR UNDER 
PROPHETIC PROMISE 

Summary: The direction of our FOCUS determines the orientation of our HOPE. 

   


