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What is Baptism about? 

I. Baptism is about being obedient 

Acts 2:37-41 ESV 

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said 
to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for 
all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 
And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those 
who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls. 

Matthew 28:18-20 ESV 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

John 14:15 ESV 

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 

II. Baptism is about associating spiritually 

Romans 6:3-4 ESV 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
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Colossians 2:12-13 ESV 

having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him 
from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses, 

III. Baptism is about going public 

1 Peter 3:21 TLB 

That, by the way, is what baptism pictures for us: In baptism we show that we 
have been saved from death and doom by the resurrection of Christ; not 
because our bodies are washed clean by the water but because in being 
baptized we are turning to God and asking him to cleanse our hearts from sin. 

Matthew 10:32-33 NIV 

Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge 
before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I will 
disown before my Father in heaven.


