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Revelation 21:5 
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things 
new.”   

2 Corinthians 5:17 (ESV) 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. 

I. We get baptized with four Biblical motivations: 

1. IMITATION 

Matthew 3:13-17 (ESV) 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by 
him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by 
you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from 
the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and 
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased.” 

2. DEMONSTRATION 

In baptism we show that we have been saved from death and doom by 
the resurrection of Christ; not because our bodies are washed clean by 
the water but because in being baptized we are turning to God and 
asking him to cleanse our hearts from sin. (See 1 Peter 3:21) 

3. DECLARATION 

Acts 2:37-41 (ESV) 
Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said 
to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who 
are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with 
many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, 
“Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” So those who received 
his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.  
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4. IDENTIFICATION 

Romans 6:3-4 (ESV) 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 


