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1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-5 ESV 

Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, 
especially that you may prophesy. For one who speaks in 
a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one 
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. On 
the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people 
for their upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. 
The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the 
one who prophesies builds up the church. Now I want you 
all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The 
one who prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in 
tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church 
may be built up. 

Definition of the gift of Prophecy: 
God speaking to His people through individuals who 
“hear” him saying something significant in the 
moment - from the Heart of God. !

Prophecy “Is” and “Isn’t” 
1.  Prophecy ISN’T always predicting the future 
2.  Prophecy ISN’T equal with Scripture 
3.  Prophecy IS filtered through human beings 
4.  Prophecy IS to be weighed by leaders 
5.  Prophecy IS the most powerful Gift of The Spirit - 
available for corporate worship. !!
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WHEN GOD SPEAKS: !
1. He Speaks through others !

1 CORINTHIANS 14:2-3 
Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, 
especially that you may prophesy. For one who speaks 
in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one 
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. !
a. Romans 12:6 “If prophecy, in proportion to our faith.” 
b.  In a culture that is saturated with voices of 
accusation, temptation and corruption… God still 
speaks. !
EPHESIANS 1:23 MSG 
“The church is Christ’s body, in which he speaks and 
acts, by which he fills everything with his presence.” !

2. He speaks to our potential !
1 CORINTHIANS 14:6 
Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in tongues, 
how will I benefit you unless I bring you some revelation 
or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? !
1 TIMOTHY 1:18 
“This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in 
accordance with the prophecies previously made 
about you, that by them you may wage the good 
warfare…” !

3. It radically alters our lives 
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!
1 CORINTHIANS 14:23-25 
If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all 
speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, 
will they not say that you are out of your minds? But if 
all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is 
convicted by all, he is called to account by all, the 
secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his 
face, he will worship God and declare that God is 
really among you. !
a. Our #1 priority as a people is to be aware and 
prepared to Host the presence of God among us 
b.  The presence of God brings with Him the culture of 
Heaven (Kingdom of God) 

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 

1. Is there a time in your life where God spoke to you 
through another believer? 
2. Has your life been radically altered by something God 
had spoke to you? If so in what way has it changed your 
life?  
3. Pray together and ask God to speak into your life.


