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1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-19 ESV 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the 

dead, how can some of you say that there is 

no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 

has been raised. And if Christ has not been 

raised, then our preaching is in vain and your 

faith is in vain. We are even found to be 

misrepresenting God, because we testified 

about God that he raised Christ, whom he did 

not raise if it is true that the dead are not 

raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even 

Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not 

been raised, your faith is futile and you are still 

in your sins. Then those also who have fallen 

asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we 

have hope in this life only, we are of all people 

most to be pitied. 

!
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Introduction:  The Corinthians were struggling 
with hope. There were varying different 
teachers that were influencing peoples beliefs 
about where all this faith was leading and 
what difference it made to truly follow Christ 
faithfully in the face of cultural resistance. !
1. Some taught - Nothing beyond this life - You 

just die 
2. Some taught - The resurrection was 

spiritual and had already occurred and 
those who were alive had “missed it” 

3. Some could not - Believe or comprehend 
how the body had any spiritual significance 
to their faith or their future hope !

THE CHURCH IS MARKED BY HOPE !
1.   Jesus’ Resurrection is the foundation 

stone of our faith !
a.  Decisive victory over death and reversal 
of the curse 
b.  The beginning of God’s complete 

redemption of creation 
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c.  Jesus’ resurrection means we can trust 
Him when He says: 

JOHN 11:25-26  
“I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he die, 
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die.” 

d. revealed in the earliest creeds: 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:3-8 
“For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I have also received; 
that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he 
was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to 
Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 
Then he appeared to James, then to all 
the apostles. last of all, as to one untimely 
born, he appeared also to me.” !!!
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Apostles Creed 
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, his only 
begotten Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, 
dead and buried. He descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, I believe in 
the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. !
2.  Jesus’ Resurrection is the reason for our 
hope 

a. Our inheritance is still something we are 
awaiting the completion of 
b. Death is not the final word any longer - 
Jesus is! 

!
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1 CORINTHIANS 15:54-55   
When the perishable puts on the imperishable, 
and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall 
come to pass the saying that is written:“Death 
is swallowed up in victory.” O death, where is 
your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 

c. We labor and endure the hardship of now, 
awaiting the coming of the Kingdom and 
the resurrection of our bodies back to life - 
when Christ victoriously returns 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:30-32  
“Why are we in danger every hour? I protest, 
brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! What do I 
gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts 
at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us 
eat and drink, for tomorrow we die. 

d. Martyrs have been willing to die for their 
faith - because of the hope of the 
resurrection to come 

e. We can remain steadfast in our 
faithfulness to God’s Kingdom culture 
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because of the power and hope  of the 
resurrection  

1 CORINTHIANS 15:58  
“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is 
not in vain.” 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:23-26 

But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 
then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 
Then comes the end, when he delivers the 
kingdom to God the Father after destroying 
every rule and every authority and power. For 
he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed 
is death. 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:50 

I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. 


