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Psalm 105:16-19 
When he summoned a famine on the land he had sent a man ahead of them, 
Joseph, who was sold as a slave. His feet were hurt with fetters; his neck was put in a 
collar of iron; until what he had said came to pass, the word of the Lord tested him. 

I. THE PRISON TEST 

Genesis 39:19-23 
As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the 
way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. And Joseph's master took 
him and put him into the prison, the place where the king's prisoners were 
confined, and he was there in prison. But the Lord was with Joseph and showed 
him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who 
were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. The 
keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph's charge, 
because the Lord was with him. And whatever he did, the Lord made it 
succeed. 

Romans 5:3-5 
Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

1. Can you be faithful even in the most difficult circumstances of your 
life? 

2. “Bitter” or “Better” 

3. Sometimes an apparent “set-back” is only a “set-up” 

4. When you are faithful using your gifts where you are, God can promote 
you to the place you desire to be 

5. Faithfulness is more important than giftedness 

6. What you make happen for others, God will make happen for you 

Proverbs 18:16 
A mans gift will make room for him and bring him before the great. 

7.  Man may forget your kindness, but God does not forget. 
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Genesis 41:12  
A young Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. 
When we told him, he interpreted our dreams to us. 

II.THE PROPHETIC TEST 

Proverbs 13:12-13 
Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. 
Whoever despises the word brings destruction on himself. 

1. SUBMIT the Word 

1 Corinthians 13:9 
For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 

2. TEST the Word 

1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; 
hold fast what is good.Abstain from every form of evil. 

3. HOLD the Word 

1 Timothy 1:18-22 
This charge I entrust to you,Timothy,my child,in accordance with the 
prophecies previously made about you, that by them you may wage the 
good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, 
some have made shipwreck of their faith, among whom are Hymenaeus 
and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan that they may learn 
not to blaspheme. 

III. THE POWER TEST  

Psalm 62:11 
Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this: that power belongs to God. 

John 19:10-11 
So Pilate said to him,“You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have 
authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus answered him, 
“You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from 
above.Therefore he who delivered me over to you has the greater sin.”


