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The Eclipse of the Cross
Week 15 | The Essential Gospel—The Book of Mark
August 19 & 120, 2017
_______________________________________________________________

MARK 15:33-39 (ESV) 
“And when the sixth hour[a] had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the 
ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And 
some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” And someone ran 
and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, 
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” And Jesus uttered a loud 
cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he 
breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

BIG IDEA: “THE CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST IS THE ULTIMATE CONVERGENCE OF 
History, Eternity, Humanity and Divinity” 

THE CROSS OF JESUS ECLIPSES ALL OTHER AGENDAS AND ANTAGONISM


JESUS THE LION & THE LAMB

JOHN 1:29  
“Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”


REVELATION 5:12  
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth 	 	 	 	       
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 

- JESUS DOES 3 THINGS AT THE CROSS

1. JESUS IDENTIFIES WITH US INSTEAD OF SEPARATING FROM US
[ OUR SUBSTITUTE ]

ISAIAH 53:4-6  
	 	 “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 	
	 	 him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our 	 	
	 	 transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 	 	
	 	 chastisement that brought us peace, and with is stripes we are healed. All 	
	 	 we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own 	 	
	 	 way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all” 

	 	 2. JESUS ABSORBS FROM US INSTEAD OF RETALIATING AGAINST US 
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[ OUR SCAPEGOAT ] 

3. JESUS ATONES FOR US INSTEAD OF CONDEMNING US 
[ OUR SACRIFICE ] 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:21 
“For our sake he made Him to be sin who knew no 	sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of god.” 

CALLED TO BE PEOPLE OF THE CROSS 

1 PETER 2:21-25 

“for to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you , leaving you an 
example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit 
found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten, but continued  entrusting himself to him who judges justly. he himself bore our 
sins in his body on the tree that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds 
you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 

1. WE MUST LIVE FROM THE CROSS INWARDLY 

2. WE MUST LIVE TOWARD THE CROSS OUTWARDLY 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out 	 	
hate; only love can do that.” 


