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FEARLESS – Part 3
The Fear of Rejection
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I.  CREATED FOR RELATIONSHIPS 

1. All of us were made for connection with others.

2. This is part of what it means to be “Image bearers.”

II. One of the first and most devastating aspects of the Fall is our brokenness in  
     relationships. 

1. One of the first implications of “Sin” is the Fear of Rejection.

  Genesis 3:6-13
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one 
wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths. 
And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the 
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord 
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? 
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The 
man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, 
and I ate.” 

2. Our response to the “Fear of Rejection,” if we are seen or known as we truly 
are, is to hide.

a. Nakedness = shame
b. Trees =Emotional Isolation
c. Leaves = Facades/Fake Image vs. Transparency

Matthew 23:27-28
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full 
of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly 
appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and 
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III. As Christians, we are called to be truthful with one another, and accepting of 
one another. 

1. The Lie is that “we must hide.”

Colossians 3:9-11
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with it’s 
practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in 
knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but 
Christ is all, and in all.

Romans 15:7
Therefore WELCOME one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.

IV. Our experiences of the past create a “stronghold” of pain for deception, which 
becomes a fortress of the enemy.

2 Corinthian 10:4-6
For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power 
to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion 
raised against the knowledge of God and take every thought captive to 
obey Christ, ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is 
complete.

 1. Jesus accepts us without reservation, and He moves us to transformation.

V. Question: What Is The Holy Spirit Saying to You today?

1. What are the trees in our lives that we hide behind?

2. What are the “Leaves?”


