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MAIN TEXT

PROVERBS 11:24-25 ESV
“One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers 
want. Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.”

ACTS 20:35 ESV
“In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.”
GNT “There is more happiness in giving than in receiving”
MSG “Far happier giving than getting.”

BIG IDEA: The highest, happiest & most blessed way of living is the life of a giver

WE WERE DESIGNED TO BE A GIVER. WE ARE DECEIVED TO BECOME TAKERS [CONSUMERS]

JAMES 1:16-17
“Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights with whom their is no variation or shadow due to change.”
Sin has distorted us into the image of the Ultimate Taker (devil)

• The reason you “HAVE” is connected to the reason you “ARE”

• God created us in His image.  (God is a giver)

JOHN 10:10 
“The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy.” 

• Sin has distorted us into the image of the Ultimate Taker (devil)

EPHESIANS 2:10 
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.”

• Part of God restoring us to LIFE is renewing us to our PURPOSE

• In Christ you have been called to GOOD WORKS

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN A GIVER & A TAKER IS “PERSPECTIVE FOR THE FUTURE” NOT “STARTING 
POINT TODAY” 

• Giving requires a vision

• God’s economy isn’t a top down economy. It’s an inside out economy.
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MATTHEW 6:20-21
“But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your heart is, there your treasure will be also.”

• Everyone has “what they have” -- they either see things from eternal perspective or temporal 
perspective

OUR DECISION TO “GIVE” OR “TAKE” DETERMINES OUR FUTURE

• ABUNDANCE or LACK.  Blessing (Miracle Grow) or Pestilence.

• REWARD or REGRET

• Consumers are willing to sacrifice their future to satisfy their desires today with little regard to 
God’s desire

• Givers are intentional in their sacrifice today knowing that the greatest path to happiness & 
reward is satisfying God’s desire today

• We must “redeem” back God’s investment in us

 “When our lives which are fleeting and passing away, are used to impact others in an 
eternal fashion, we receive a currency exchange and reward that will fade.”

EPHESIANS 5:15-17 NLT
“So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most of 
every opportunity in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants 
you to do.”

EXCHANGE THE “LOW LEVEL LIVING” FOR “MORE BLESSED” LIVING OF GIVING

1. Take inventory -- “What do I have?” 

• Time

• Abilities

• Money

2. Accept the invitation -- “I Will Be A Giver”

• Be who you were always meant to be

• Partner with God and Others

• I will “redeem” instead of continuing to “consume”

3. Begin to invest -- “In Eternity. In Others. On Purpose.”
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QUESTION FOR COMMUNITY GROUP LEADERS:

1. What are are some things in your life you can give and invest into eternal things? Time, money, 
talent etc.

2. Ask God to give you His vision for the future.
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