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JAMES 1:2-4
Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from 
all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open 
and shows its true colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it 
do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any 
way.

JOHN 11:1-15, 21-26, 33-35, 38-43, 45 NIV
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the 
same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 
So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” When he 
heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s 
glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 
where he was two more days, and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go 
back to Judea.”

vs 11-15
After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” His disciples replied, “Lord, if he 
sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his 
disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So then he told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him.” 

vs 21-25
“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha answered, “I know he 
will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 
they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?”

vs 33-35
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have you 
laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept.
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vs 38-45
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 
stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” 
said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe, you will see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. Then 
Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I 
knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said 
this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus,  come out!” Therefore many of the 
Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 
him.

I believe that God grows our faith different ways: 
• Practical teaching
• Providential relationships
• Private disciplines
• Personal ministry

Through PIVOTAL CIRCUMSTANCES we have a huge opportunity to grow in 
our faith

A journey towards great faith and an intimate relationship with God will 
meet unexpected difficult circumstance
 
“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our consciences, but shouts in 
our pains. It is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world”
- The problem of pain by CS Lewis

Without a doubt, their is a close relationship between intense and difficult 
circumstances and our faith, they are nit together.

JAMES 1:2-4 MSG
Consider it a sheer gift, friends, when tests and challenges come at you from 
all sides. You know that under pressure, your faith-life is forced into the open 
and shows its true colors. So don’t try to get out of anything prematurely. Let it 
do its work so you become mature and well-developed, not deficient in any 
way. 

COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What way has God been growing great faith in your life lately? 
2. Can you recall a pivotal circumstance that was a defining moment for your 

faith? Did you choose to lean into God or did you push away?
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3. Talk about an area that you have been disappointed in God. Do you still 
need to make the choice to lean into him? 
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