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Genesis 28:10-17 ESV 

Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. And he came to a certain place 
and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of 
the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place to sleep. And he 
dreamed, and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven. And behold, the angels of God were ascending and 
descending on it!  And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, 
the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I 
will give to you and to your offspring. Your offspring shall be like the dust of the 
earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north 
and to the south, and in you and your offspring shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will 
bring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.” Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in 
this place, and I did not know it.” And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is 
this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of 
heaven.” 

I. Does the Church really matter? 

Matthew 16:18 ESV 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it. 

II. God’s House is more about an environment than a building 

1 Peter 2:4-5 ESV 

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen 
and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 92:12-15 ESV 

The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon. They 
are planted in the house of the Lord; they flourish in the courts of our God. They 
still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and green, to declare that the 
Lord is upright; he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. 
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III. God Cares about his House because he cares about You 

John 2:17 ESV 

His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me. 

Psalm 69:9 ESV 

Moreover, in addition to all that I have provided for the holy house, I have a 
treasure of my own of gold and silver, and because of my devotion to the house 
of my God I give it to the house of my God: 3,000 talents of gold, of the gold of 
Ophir, and 7,000 talents of refined silver, for overlaying the walls of the 
house, and for all the work to be done by craftsmen, gold for the things of gold 
and silver for the things of silver. Who then will offer willingly, consecrating himself 
today to the Lord?” 


