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1 Peter 1:1-2 (ESV) 

Peter an apostle of Jesus Christ. To those who are elect exiles 
of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia, 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the 
sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ for the 
sprinkling with is blood: May grace and peace be multiplied. 

Eugene Peterson 

“The Church is a colony of heaven in a country of death” 

1. REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE 

A. Born again by the Spirit of God. 

B. Philippians 3:20 ”But our citizenship is in heaven, and 
from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

C. Exiles - Being kept distant from the land of birth or  
homeland. 

Pew Research Institute 

• Christians in America (Down by 5%). 

• Americans identifying as Christian (Down from 78% in 
2007 to 71% in 2014). 

• Americans identifying as having no religion (Up from 16% 
in 2007 to 23% in 2014). 
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2. REMEMBER WHO YOU BELONG TO 

A. As a Christian, you will never completely fit in. You are 
different. 

B. The fires of cultural conflict and worldly temptations will 
test your faith. 

C. James 1:2-4 ”Count it all joy, my brothers when you 
meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have it’s full effect, that you may be 
perfect and complete lacking nothing.” 

D. 2 Timothy 3:12 ”All those who desire to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 

3. REMEMBER WHAT YOU’RE WAITING FOR 

A. Our Hope and Salvation:   

1 Peter 1:4-5 (ESV)  

to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power 
are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. 

B. Jesus taught us to pray “Thy Kingdom come Thy will be 
done…” 

C. Our lives should reflect our faith and our hope 

1.  Culture of Heaven 

2. Delivered from the land of death 

3. Holiness - set apart 

D. A people prepared and in waiting


