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LETTERS TO THE EXILES - PART 4 
The Seed of the Martyrs 
June 6 & 7, 2015 

 

1 Peter 4:12-14 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes 
upon you to test you, as though something strange were 
happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's 
sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his 
glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you 
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon 
you. 

Tertullian, Apologeticus 

“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church”  

1. BACKGROUND 

A.  A Growing Church  

Acts 6:7 (ESV) 

And the word of God continued to increase, and the 
number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became 
obedient to the faith. 

B.  Leadership Chosen  

Acts 6:5-6 (ESV) 

And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and 
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and 
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Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of 
Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they 
prayed and laid their hands on them. 

C.  Stephen operates in the power and wisdom of the 
Holy Spirit.  

Acts 6:8,10 (ESV) 

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great 
wonders and signs among the people. Then some of 
those who belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, 
and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and 
Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. But they 
could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with 
which he was speaking. 

D.  The Accusation  

Acts 6:11-14 (ESV) 

Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We have 
heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses 
and God.” And they stirred up the people and the 
elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and 
seized him and brought him before the council, and 
they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never 
ceases to speak words against this holy place and 
the law, for we have heard him say that this Jesus of 
Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the 
customs that Moses delivered to us.” 

E.  Stephen’s Defense  

Acts 7:1-53 (ESV) 
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F.   The Reaction  

Acts 7:54-60 (ESV) 

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, 
and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of the 
Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 
And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 
But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their 
ears and rushed together at him. Then they cast him 
out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid 
down their garments at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he 
called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to 
his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.” And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep. 

2. CHRIST SPIRIT VS. ANTI-CHRIST SPIRIT 

A.  Full of Anger vs. Full of the Holy Spirit 

•Their Anger 

1.  The Rage of Hell (Acts 7:54c) 

2.  The Rage of Unrepentance (Acts 7:57) 

3.  Spirit-Hardened Hearts (Acts 7:54b,c) 

4.  Spirit of Blindness (Acts 7:57b) 

•The Spirit of Christ 

1.  Continually Full of the Holy Spirit (Acts 7:55) 

2.  Spirit-Controlled (Acts 7:55-56) 

3.  Grace in the Crisis 

a.  Grace facing death (Acts 7:55-56, 59-60) 

b.  Boldness facing death (Acts 7:51-53) 
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3. SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS VS. SPIRITUAL VISION 

A.  Stephen’s Spiritual Vision 

1.  He looks up (Acts 7:55b) 

2.  He see’s Christ “standing” for him (Acts 7:55c) 

B.  Their Spiritual Blindness 

1.  They decide with the Devil (Acts 6:9-11) 

2.  They scream at the truth (Acts 7:57a) 

3.  They seek to silence the truth (Acts 7:57b) 

4.  They lose all rationale 

4. DEATH VS. LIFE 

A.  The Stoning of Stephen 

1.  Outside the city (Lev 24:14) 

2.  The witness had to be executioner (Deut 17:7) 

3.  The process of execution (Mishna of Jewish law) 

4.  Saul of Tarsus watches or incites (Acts 7:58; 8:1) 

B.  Stephen’s Destiny 

1.  “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” (Acts 7:59) 

2.  Absent from body, at home with the Lord (2 Cor 5:8) 

3.  “I desire to depart with Christ, for that is very much 
better” (Phil 1:23) 

5. HATE VS. LOVE 

A.  Their Venom 

B.  His Humility 

1.  Stephen: “And he kneeled down” (Acts 7:60) 

2.  Zechariah: “God get them!” (2 Chr 24:22) 
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3.  Martyrs in the Middle East 

C.  Stephen’s Confidence (Acts 7:55,60) 

D.  Saul’s Life Forever Changed (Acts 9) 

TODAY, 200 MILLION PEOPLE FACE PERSECUTION FOR 
BELIEVING IN JESUS CHRIST. WE MUST PRAY FOR OUR 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

Eph 1:18 (ESV) 

having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints 

Eph 3:16-17 (ESV) 

that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to 
be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner 
being,  so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—
that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 

Eph 6:19-20 (ESV) 

and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my 
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I 
am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I 
ought to speak.


