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GOD’S GIFTS & PROMISES SHOULD CREATE IN US AN 
EARNEST EFFORT 

2 Peter 1:3-10 (ESV) 
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to 
his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us 
his precious and very great promises, so that through them you 
may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 
For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith 
with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with 
self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities 
are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that 
he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to 
confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these 
qualities you will never fall. 

1. WE NEED TO GROW 

Ephesians 4:15 (ESV) 
Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ 
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2. IT’S ALL ABOUT YOUR DIET 

Ephesians 4:17-24 (ESV) 
Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no 
longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their 
minds. They are darkened in their understanding, alienated 
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in 
them, due to their hardness of heart. They have become 
callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy 
to practice every kind of impurity. But that is not the way 
you learned Christ!— assuming that you have heard about 
him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put 
off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life 
and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be 
renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new 
self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness 
and holiness. 

3. GROWTH IS A PROCESS 

2 Corinthians 4:16 (ESV)  

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is 
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by 
day.


