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Acts 20:35b (ESV) 
And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” 

I. WHAT DO WE HAVE TO DO IN ORDER TO GIVE UP? 

1. Give up our worldly IDEA of prosperity 

Luke 12:13-15 (ESV) 
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your 
guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the 
abundance of his possessions.” 

2. Give up OUR WAY so we can walk in GOD’S WAY 

Proverbs 16:25 (ESV) 
There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 

Proverbs 11:24-25 (ESV) 
One gives freely, yet grows all the richer;  another withholds what he 
should give, and only suffers want. Whoever brings blessing will be 
enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered. 

A. God sees giving as a way to REACH people 

2 Corinthians 9:6-11 (NIV) 
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at 
all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work. As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the 
poor;  their righteousness endures forever.” Now he who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can 
be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity 
will result in thanksgiving to God. 
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B. God sees giving as ETERNAL 

Matthew 6:19-21 (ESV) 
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

3. Give up FEAR so we can walk in FAITH 

1 Kings 17:8-16 (ESV) 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which 
belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have commanded a widow 
there to feed you.”  So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he 
came to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks. 
And he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, that I 
may drink.” And as she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, 
“Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” And she said, “As the Lord 
your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour in a jar and 
a little oil in a jug. And now I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may 
go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it and die.” 
And Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you have said. But first 
make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterward make 
something for yourself and your son. For thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, ‘The jar of flour shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be 
empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the earth.’” And she 
went and did as Elijah said. And she and he and her household ate for 
many days. The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the jug of oil 
become empty, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by 
Elijah. 


