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Romans 14:1-12 (ESV) 
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over 
opinions.  One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person 
eats only vegetables.  Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, 
and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God 
has welcomed him.  Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? 
It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make him stand. One person esteems one day as better than 
another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind.   The one who observes the day, observes it in 
honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives 
thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God.  For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to 
himself.  For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's.   For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the 
living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise 
your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God;  for it is 
written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of himself to 
God. 

I.  EVERYONE IS WELCOME 

A. God has designed the Church to be an environment that 
ENCOURAGES growth and maturity for everyone and anyone 

B. Gyms are messy, and so is Church 

II. JUDGEMENT BELONGS TO GOD 

A. God alone has the right to make judgments about truth, behavior 
and consequences  
    
B. STAY AWAY from the GRAY! 

   
DISPUTABLE issues of our day: 
a. Politics 
b. Use of alcohol 
c. Secular music 
d. KJV only 
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e. Christian education, homeschool 
f. Sabbath keeping 
g. Hymns vs. modern music 
h. Modest clothing 

 C. Areas that are BLACK AND WHITE and sometimes RED 
  1. Sexual ethics 
  2. Greed 
  3. Swindling (taking advantage of others in business) 
  4. Idolatry 
  5. Drunkenness 
  6. Rebellion 
  7. Gossip 

I Corinthians 5:6 (ESV) 
Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump? 

D. Where the Bible speaks about Truth, God has already made His 
judgment known 

   
III. THE KINGDOM BELONGS TO US 

A. Righteousness: Our vertical relationship with God 

B. Peace: Our relationship with each other 

C. Joy: When we are delivered from judgement  

D. Encouragement: Our responsibility to one another 

Hebrews 10:24 (ESV) 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one  another, and all the more as you see the 
Day drawing near. 

  
1. Some feel JUDGED and not ENCOURAGED and therefore do 
not feel WELCOMED 

2. We all need more encouragement the closer we get to the 
return of the Lord


