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Romans 16: 17-18 
I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid 
them. For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, 
and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 

I. Refuse to add ANYTHING to the GOSPEL 

Galatians 1:6-7 
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—not that there is another 
one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of 
Christ. 

Galatians 2:15-16 & 20 
We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; yet we know that a 
person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so 
we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ 
and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be 
justified…I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

1. Focusing on PERFORMANCE always leads to PRIDE or SHAME 

II. The same GOSPEL that SAVES us, STRENGTHENS and SUSTAINS us. 

Romans 16:25 
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 
kept secret for long ages. 

III. That’s how God RECEIVES all the GLORY 


