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Romans 9:30-33 (ESV) 
What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have 
attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; but that Israel who pursued a law 
that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. Why? Because 
they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled 
over the stumbling stone, as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 

I. STONE OF STUMBLING   

1. Israel STUMBLED over Jesus 

II. ROCK OF OFFENSE 

1. Israel became OFFENDED at Jesus over MERCY 

Matthew 9:13 (NLT) 
Then he added, "Now go and learn the meaning of this Scripture: 'I want 
you to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.' For I have come to call not those 
who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners.” 

Matthew 21:44 
And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it 
will grind him to powder. 

III. WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH THIS ROCK?  

1. Will it OFFEND you, or will it DEFINE you? 

1 Peter 2:4-10  (NKJV) 
Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen 
by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Therefore it is also contained in 
the scripture, 
“Behold I lay in Zion A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, and he who 
believes on Him will by no means be put to shame.” 
Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are 
disobedient, “The stone that the builders rejected Has become the chief 
cornerstone,” and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.” 
They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to which they were 
appointed. But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation. His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him 
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who were once 
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not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained 
mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

2. God has CALLED you in His MERCY to be: 

a. Carriers of His Presence 

b. Proclaimers of His Goodness  

c. Signposts Towards The Truth  


