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Romans 8:9-11 (NIV) 

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the 
realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong 
to Christ. But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is 
subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of 
righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who 
lives in you. 

WHEN WE UNDERSTAND THE POWER AND AUTHORITY WE HAVE 
BEEN GIVEN, WE SPEAK, ACT AND RESPOND DIFFERENTLY 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV) 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them 
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.” 

“The secret of living a life of purpose is living for 
something bigger than you are” - Brian Houston 
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Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us 
go over to the other side.” Leaving the crowd behind, they took 
him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other 
boats with him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke 
over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the 
stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said 
to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”He got up, 
rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then 
the wind died down and it was completely calm. He said to his 
disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 
They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even 
the wind and the waves obey him!” 

HOW WILL YOU RESPOND WHEN STORMS COME? 

1. AUTHORITY CAUSES YOU TO SPEAK DIFFERENTLY 

Jesus spoke out of the authority He had. 

James 3:3-12 

When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make 
them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. Or take 
ships as an example. Although they are so large and 
are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very 
small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise, 
the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes 
great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire 
by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of 
evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole 
body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is 
itself set on fire by hell. All kinds of animals, birds, 
reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and have 
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been tamed by mankind, but no human being can 
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly 
poison.With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse human beings, who have been 
made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come 
praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should 
not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from 
the same spring? My brothers and sisters, can a fig 
tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can 
a salt spring produce fresh water. 

2. AUTHORITY CAUSES YOU TO ACT DIFFERENTLY 

Jesus’ posture in the storm was one of peace and rest. 

Deuteronomy 28:8-14 (NIV) 

The Lord will send a blessing on your barns and on 
everything you put your hand to. The Lord your God 
will bless you in the land he is giving you. The Lord will 
establish you as his holy people, as he promised you 
on oath, if you keep the commands of the Lord your 
God and walk in obedience to him. Then all the 
peoples on earth will see that you are called by the 
name of the Lord, and they will fear you. The Lord will 
grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of your 
womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of 
your ground—in the land he swore to your ancestors 
to give you. The Lord will open the heavens, the 
storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in 
season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will 
lend to many nations but will borrow from none. The 
Lord will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay 
attention to the commands of the Lord your God that I 
give you this day and carefully follow them, you will 
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always be at the top, never at the bottom. Do not turn 
aside from any of the commands I give you today, to 
the right or to the left, following other gods and 
serving them. 

3. AUTHORITY CAUSES YOU TO RESPOND DIFFERENTLY 

Jesus rebuked the wind and the waves. 

Not understanding our authority leads to fear, 
comparison, and insecurity. 

Romans 8:26-39 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not 
know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 
intercedes for us through wordless groans. And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will 
of God. And we know that in all things God works for the good 
of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and sisters. And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; 
those he justified, he also glorified. What, then, shall we say in 
response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 
us? He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us 
all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all 
things? Who will bring any charge against those whom God 
has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is the one who 
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, 
who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of 
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Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 
nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: “For your sake 
we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

WHEN WE UNDERSTAND THIS PROMISE, WE DO LIFE WITH A 
CONFIDENCE THAT GREATER IS HE THAT IS IN YOU, THAN HE 
THAT IS IN THE WORLD.


