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GENESIS 18:9-15
They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, 
“She is in the tent.” The Lord said, “I will surely return to you 
about this time next year, and Sarah your wife shall have a 
son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind him. 
Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The 
way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. So Sarah 
laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is 
old, shall I have pleasure?” The Lord said to Abraham, “Why 
did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now 
that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? At the 
appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, 
and Sarah shall have a son.” But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did 
not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did 
laugh.”

What could your life look like one year from now?

•Marriage

•Finances

•Spiritual maturity

•Calling

•Joy in your life

•Freedom

THE PROBLEM OF “TOO”

1. TOO LATE - We think we have gone too far or waited too 
long
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GENESIS 18:12 “So Sarah laughed to herself, saying,“After I am 
worn out, and my Lord is old, shall I have pleasure?”

•Callings, promises & purpose have no expiration date

•God is able to restore the years wasted

JOEL 2:25 “I will restore to you the years that the swarming 
locust has eaten...”

2.TOO HARD - We think it’s impossible

•We can limit God because we reduce Him to our ability 
and plans

•Ishmael vs. Isaac - GENESIS 17:18 “Oh that Ishmael might 
live before you!”

•Hagar was Sarah’s solution in her disappointment and 
frustration with God’s timing 

•Ishamael - Our method to accomplish God’s purpose and 
our desired end 

GALATIANS 4:30 
“Cast out the slave woman and her son (Ishmael) for the son 
of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free 
woman.”             

•Apparent delay is not absolute denial 

•What we see as difficulty is often an issue of definition 
and design 

JEREMAIH 32:27
"I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for 
me?”

3.TOO WONDERFUL - We think it’s too good

RADIANT CHURCH | PASTOR LEE CUMMINGS



“So Sarah laughed to herself...”

•We underestimate God’s desire for good in our live

ROMANS 8:28
“And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.”

God’s dream for your life eclipses anything you have ever 
imagined:

1 CORINTHIANS 2:9
“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
imagined, what God has prepared for those who live him.”

God’s dream seems ridiculous to us because our 
imagination is limited to our learned capacity and abilities:

EPHESIANS 3:20
“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 
to him be glory...”

“Your difference between your capacity and the seemingly 
impossible is the margin of the miraculous.”

There is an appointed time and appointed fulfillment:

GENESIS 21:6
“And Sarah said,“God has made laughter for me ; everyone 
who hears will laugh over me”
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COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

1. If you could name one thing, one miracle, that you would 
love to see in your life, family or calling - what would that be?  

2. Does this item fall under the problem of "TOO"? Does it seem 
to be too late, too hard or too wonderful? 

3. What have you tried to do to accomplish this on your own? 
What has been your "Ishmael" to shortcut to the fulfillment of 
something you've felt God has delayed on
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