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Mark 2:13-17 ESV  

“He went out again beside the sea, and all the crowd was coming to him, and he 
was teaching them. And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting 
at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 
And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were 
reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.  
And the scribes of the Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners 
and tax collectors, said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no 
need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” 

The Essential Call of the Gospel is “Follow Me” 

Jesus calls us to more than just “Belief” 

The difference between a “Believer” and a “Follower” 

• A “Believer” makes a “decision” 
• A “Follower” chooses a “direction” 

• A “Believer” receives “Information” 
• A “Follower” accepts an “Invitation” 

• A “Believer” pursues a “What” 
• A “Follower” pursues a “Who” 

Following Jesus begins with those first two words “Follow Me” and then every word 
that follows 

Following Jesus Will: 

1. Following Jesus will change your identity 
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Ephesians 2:1-10 NKJV 

And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,  in which you 
once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, among 
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as 
the others. But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 
Jesus.  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we 
are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

2. Following Jesus will change your trajectory 

2 Timothy 1:9 ESV 

…who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before 
the ages began 

3. Following Jesus will redeem your history 

Mark 2:15 ESV 

And as he reclined at table in his house, many tax collectors and sinners were 
reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.


