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LUKE 11:1-4  NKJV 
Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, 
that one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also 
taught his disciples.” So He said to them, “When you pray, say:
Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us day by day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.”

MATTHEW 18:21-35
Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin 
against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I 
do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times.“Therefore the 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. And since he could not pay, his master 
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the 
master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that 
same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what 
you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in 
prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had 
taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 
master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had 
mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 
should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
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WHAT IS FORGIVENESS?
A decision to release a debt

1. What forgiveness is not
a. Minimizing what happened
b. A license to trust again
c. A sign of weakness

2.  What forgiveness does
a. Frees you from bitterness and resentment
b. Takes justice out of your hands and puts it in God’s
c. Makes it possible for God to forgive you

2. How do I forgive?
a. Identify who your are angry with
b. Determine what they owe you
c. Cancel the debt
d. Keep the case close
e. Pray for them

COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What are some myths about forgiveness that you have been believing? 
2. Is there someone you've identified in your life or past that you need to 
forgive?
3. Spend some time discussing and praying over how you can determine and 
cancel the debts. Discuss how you can keep the case closed and pray 
together with your group.
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