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Psalm 105:16-19 
When he summoned a famine on the land and broke all supply of bread, he 
had sent a man ahead of them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. His feet were 
hurt with fetters; his neck was put in a collar of iron; until what he had said 
came to pass, the word of the Lord tested him. 

I. Every Prophetic Promise of God Has a Process  

II. In Order To Fulfill Our Purpose, We Must Pass The Tests of Process 

III. The Test of the Process: 

1. The Test Of The PIT   

Genesis 37: 18-28 
They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired 
against him to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 
Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say 
that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his 
dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying, 
“Let us not take his life.” And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him 
into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on him”—that he 
might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his father. So when Joseph 
came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the robe of many colors that 
he wore. And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there 
was no water in it. 
Then they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 
coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their 
way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if 
we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the 
Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our own 
flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. Then Midianite traders passed by. And 
they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and sold him to the 
Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. They took Joseph to Egypt. 

2. The Test Of Purity  
  

Genesis 39:6-12 

So he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, and because of him he had no concern 
about anything but the food he ate. 
Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. And after a time his master's wife 
cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” But he refused and said to his master's 
wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, 
and he has put everything that he has in my charge. He is not greater in this house than I 
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am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How 
then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” And as she spoke to Joseph 
day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her. 
But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the 
house was there in the house, she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But 
he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 

3. The Test Of The Prison  

Genesis 39:19-23 
As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the 
way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. And Joseph's master took 
him and put him into the prison, the place where the king's prisoners were 
confined, and he was there in prison. But the Lord was with Joseph and showed 
him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who 
were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. The 
keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph's charge, 
because the Lord was with him. And whatever he did, the Lord made it 
succeed.


