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A Third Place:
The Place Between Church and Home, OR an Intersection Point Between 
Home, Work, and Church.

Community:
1) A group of people who have a common background or shared history. 
2) A diversity of parts functioning together in dependent mutuality.

I. THERE’S A PRIORITIZATION OF COMMUNITY

Genesis 1:26-31        
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

Genesis 2:15-25
The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work 
it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You 
may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat of it you shall surely die.”
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I 
will make him a helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the Lord God 
had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens and 
brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever 
the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave 
names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every 
beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 
So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while 
he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the 
rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman 
and brought her to the man. Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
    and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
    because she was taken out of Man.”
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife 
were both naked and were not ashamed.
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Eugene Peterson:
I didn't come to the conviction easily, but finally there was no getting 
around it: there can be no maturity in the spiritual life, no obedience in 
following Jesus, no wholeness in the Christian life apart from 
immersion and embrace of community. I am not myself by myself. 
Community, not the highly vaunted individualism of our culture, is the 
setting in which Christ is at play.

II. THERE’S A PROXIMITY TO COMMUNITY 

1) Circles are better than rows

Acts 2:42-47
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And 
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Acts 5:42
And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not 
cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is Jesus.

III. THERE’S A PRIZE TO COMMUNITY 

1) If you want to go fast, go alone.If you want to go far, go together.            
– African Proverb

2)  The Third Place is Sacred Space. It’s a place where WE create space to 
seek HIS face.

3)  Community rightly lived out doesn’t point to itself but it points to Jesus

4)  At Radiant Church the Third Place is our Community Groups.


