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Text: Galatians 1:6-10 ESV
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel not that there is another 
one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of 
Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel 
contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have 
said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. For am I now seeking 
the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still 
trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.

The message of the Cross, the Gospel, sets us free to live

1. Real vs. Fake
Top Ten Counterfeited Products:
 10. Toys & games
 9. Computer Hardware
 8. Cigarettes
 7. Watches
 6. Perfume 
 5. Clothes
 4. CD’s/DVD’s  
 3. Drugs - Pharmaceuticals
 2. Shoes
 1. Smartphones

2. Background on Galatians
Judaizers had come in and troubled and shaken their faith

A DIFFERENT GOSPEL 
Altering it. Perverting it. Adding to  ------>  actually destroy it.

vs. 6
“I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who “called you in the 
grace” of Christ and are turning to a different gospel...”

Paul must now “Contend for the GOSPEL”
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WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 
“ The message, the announcement that Jesus Christ is NOW Lord of all 
because of the cross & resurrection - THE POWER OF GOD FOR SALVATION for 
those who believe.” 

3. How to distinguish a real from a fake
JESUS + 0 = Salvation (Grace of God)

Grace - Faith = Lost (What We Believe Matters)

Grace + Faith  = salvation = works (NOT) Works + Faith = Grace=salvation

EPHESIANS 2:8-10
“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the  gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works...”

4. Enemies of the Gospel
Legalism - Do!
Libertarianism - Done!
Universalism - Doesn’t matter!
Therapeutic Moralism - Feel better!

THE GOSPEL SAYS “BECAUSE IT’S “DONE” YOU NOW CAN “GO & DO”! 

5. What changed Paul?
Paul used to be a “Legalist” enraged to destroy the Gospel. Now He is 
enraged against those who are attempting to destroy it by perverting it. 

vs. 23 “They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now 
preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.”

What changed? Paul met Jesus.

ACTS 9:1-2
“but Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found  any belonging to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem....”

vs. 4
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? And he said “Who are you Lord? 
And he said, “ I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting...”
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COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

1) How would you define the word and meaning of "The Gospel" ? 

2) Have you in some ways been believing in a counterfeit faith? If  you feel like 
aspects of what you believe are counterfeit, identify and discuss those. 

3) Have you seen the "enemies of the Gospel" in action? Talk about those 
situations.
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