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GALATIANS 4:1-7
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, 
though he is the owner of everything, but he is under guardians and 
managers until the date set by his father. In the same way we also, when we 
were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world. But 
when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a 
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Slaves or heirs - Which one are you?

SLAVE MENTALITIES

1. A slave can live in the house but not feel like “family” 
• A son know who they are
• They know how to write their own name

PHILIPPIANS 4:7 CEV
Then, because you belong to Christ Jesus, God will bless you with peace that 
no one can completely understand. And this peace will control the way you 
think and feel.

2.  A slave performs to earn approval through good effort
• A son preforms out of imitation

EPHESIANS 5:1 ESV
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.”     

3.  A slave lives in a constant fear of imminent rejection
• A son has illogical confidence in his access

ROMANS 8:14-17
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry “ABBA FATHER” The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God. And if children then 
heirs...”  
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4.  A slave is more comfortable at a distance
• A son wants to be close

GENESIS 3:8
“And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden.”
JAMES 4:8
“Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.”

5. A slave prefers being led by “Laws”
• A son is led by affection, not just instruction
• The Holy Spirit is God’s divine embrace and comforter

JOHN 14:16-18
“And I will ask the Father and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will 
be in you. I will not leave you as orphans, I will come to you.” 
ROMANS 8:14
“For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS

1. Do you FEEL like you are part of God's family? 
2. When you find yourself serving others, do you feel as though you do it out 

of a nagging 'need for approval' or for another reason? 
3. Out of the 5 characteristics of a "slave vs an heir" what area can you 

identify with the most?
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