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I. We believe in ONE holy UNIVERSAL and APOSTOLIC Church. 

1. There are NO Christians in the New Testament who are NOT a part of the 
church. 

2. The world divides us into groups, but the Church unites us.  

Galatians 3:28 (NIV) 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Matthew 16:15-18 (NIV) 
"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Simon Peter 
answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus replied, "Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build 
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”  

Acts 2:42  
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching. 

II. TRUTHS about church 

1. The church will always be imperfect 

a. We cannot be fully mature followers of Christ without the community 
of the church.  

Acts 2:44-47 (NIV) 
All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling 
their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

b. We NEED people we have not yet met, and the people we have not 
met NEED us. Church CHOOSES us. 

Acts 6:1-2 (NIV) 
In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian 
Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their 
widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 

c. Church gives us the PRIVILEGE of LOVING people unlike ourselves. 
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2. Jesus is the HEAD of the CHURCH 

a. The Holy Spirit was SENT to the CHURCH to form us in the IMAGE of 
Jesus. 

Ephesians 1:22-23 (NIV) 
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head 
over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills everything in every way. 

Chrysostom (400 AD)  
This was an angelic commonwealth, not to call anything of theirs, their 
own. Forthwith, the root of evil was cut out. None reproached, none 
envied, none grudged, no pride, no contempt was there. The poor man 
knew no shame and the rich man no haughtiness. 

3. We are a COLONY of LIFE in a COUNTRY of DEATH.  


