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I. EVIDENCE OF THE HISTORICAL JESUS FROM SECULAR HISTORY 

1. Tacitus (55/56-118 C.E) - A Roman Historian 

“Annals” 
Therefore, to put down the rumor, Nero substituted as culprits and  punished in 
the most unusual ways those hated for their shameful acts …whom the crowd 
called “Chrestians.” The founder of this name, Christ [Christus in Latin], had 
been executed in the reign of Tiberius by the procurator Pontius Pilate … 
Suppressed for a time, the deadly superstition erupted again not only in Judea, 
the origin of this evil, but also in the city [Rome]. 

2. Josephus - A Jewish priest during the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

“Jewish Antiquities”  
Being therefore this kind of person [i.e., a heartless Sadducee], Ananus, 
thinking that he had a favorable opportunity because Festus had died and 
Albinus was still on his way, called a meeting [literally, “sanhedrin”] of judges 
and brought into it the brother of Jesus-who-is-called-Messiah …James by 
name, and some others. He made the accusation that they had transgressed 
the law, and he handed them over to be stoned. 

“Testimonium Flavianum”  
Around this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him 
a man.For he was one who did surprising deeds, and a teacher of such people 
as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks. He 
was the Messiah. When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the 
highest standing among us, had condemned him to be crucified, those who in 
the first place came to love him did not give up their affection for him, for on 
the third day, he appeared to them restored to life. The prophets of God had 
prophesied this and countless other marvelous things about him. And the tribe 
of Christians, so called after him, have still to this day not died out. 

3.  Lucian of Samosata (115-200 A.D) - Greek Satirist 

“The Passing of Peregrinus” 
In short order he made them look like children, for he was a prophet, cult 
leader, head of the congregation and everything, all by himself. He interpreted 
and explained some of their books, and wrote many himself. They revered him 
as a god, used him as a lawgiver, and set him down as a protector—to be sure, 
after that other whom they still worship, the man who was crucified in Palestine 
because he introduced this new cult into the world 
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4. Celsus (176 A.D.) - Greek Philosopher 

He makes reference to Jesus as a miracle worker in a debate with an early 
Christian apologist named “Origin.” 

5.  Pliny the Younger (110 C.E) - Governor of a Roman Province and friend of Tacitus. 

They [the Christians] assured me that the sum total of their error consisted in 
the fact that that they regularly assembled on a certain day before daybreak. 
They recited a hymn antiphonally to Christus as to a god and bound 
themselves with an oath not to commit any crime, but to abstain from theft, 
robbery, adultery, breach of faith, and embezzlement of property entrusted to 
them. After this, it was their custom to separate, and then to come together 
again to partake of a meal, but an ordinary and innocent one  

6.  Suetonius (120 A.D.) - Roman writer, lawyer, and historian 

In his work, “Lives of the Caesars,”  he refers to “Christ” as the object of some 
Jewish uprisings because of the “instigator” Christus. 

7. Mara Ben Serapion - 1st century Roman prisoner of war 

“Nor did the wise king die for good; he lived on in the teaching which he had 
given” 

8. C.S Lewis   

Mere Christianity 
A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not 
be great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic— on the level with a man 
who says he is a poached egg— or he would be the devil of hell. You must take 
your choice. Either this was , and is the son of God or else a madman or 
something worse. You can shut him up for a fool or you can fall at his feet and 
call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense 
about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open for us.  

II. WHEN I SAY I BELIEVE IN JESUS, I MEAN “I BELIEVE JESUS IS WHO HE CLAIMED TO 
BE.” 

1. Jesus claimed to live a SINLESS life    

John 8:46-47 
Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe 
me? whoever is from God hears the words of God. “ the reason why you do not 
hear them is that you are not from God.” 

2. Jesus claimed to be the only WAY to God 
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John 14:6 
I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 

3. Jesus claimed to be able to FORGIVE sins 

Luke 7:47-48 
“Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven— for she loved much. 
But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And he said to her, “your sins are 
forgiven.”  

4. Jesus claimed to BE God 

John 8:58 
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they 
picked up stones to throw at him. 

5. Jesus claimed He would be crucified and then RISE again  

Luke 18:31-33 
And taking the twelve, he said to them, “see, we are going up to Jerusalem, and 
everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be 
accomplished. For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked 
and shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging him, they will kill him, 
and on the third day he will rise.” 

6. Jesus claimed that He would come AGAIN to judge the world 

Matthew 25:31-32 
When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all than gels with him, then he will 
sit on his glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all the nations. 

III. JESUS COULD ONLY HAVE BEEN 1 OF 4 THINGS: A LEGEND, A LIAR, A LUNATIC, or 

LORD 


